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Brushstroke
Bright Art Shines In Dark Times

Keep up with us online:
www.hopsitalart.org and

by Jay Busbee, FFHA Board Member

The Foundation
for Hospital Art’s
mission is to
bring comfort
and hope through
art to people
in healthcare
facilities around
the world.

You’re never more aware of how important art can truly be than in a dark moment.

Our vision is to
make hospitals
our most
beautiful places
for healing.

Emma immediately began undergoing treatment at the Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at Children’s
Medical Center in Dallas. It’s there that Samantha, Chase, Emma, and Emma’s little sister Elle began to come in
contact with artwork that, in some small way, eased their pain.

Our quest is to
donate at least
one painting to
every hospital
on Earth.
We welcome your
love and support
of our mission of
compassion
through art.
Help us paint a
brighter world!

The Brushstroke
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Last August, Emma Bentley was preparing to celebrate her third birthday when she began having stomachaches.
At first her parents, Samantha and Chase, figured she’d just eaten something that wasn’t agreeing with her. But
a fruitless trip to the pediatrician in their hometown of Dallas, followed by a trip to the ER, resulted in worse
news than they could have imagined. A grapefruit-sized tumor had formed near Emma’s spine, and oncologists
diagnosed her with Stage 3 high-risk neuroblastoma.
“We went from thinking she needed a laxative to having surgery in five days to having to start chemo shortly
thereafter,” Samantha says. “It was whiplash, from thinking she ate too many goldfish to, ‘oh my gosh, she’s a
cancer patient.’”

“Being at a children’s hospital can be very scary and intimidating,”
Samantha says. “You have to make a lot of tough decisions as a
parent, and you need to be able to step out of the room so you can
have your breakdowns. For us to be in a place that has art on the
wall, that has visual stimulants for Emma, impacted our mood and
her mood.”
Emma’s treatment involved long stretches, often weeks or months
at a time, as an in-patient at Children’s Medical. So much time away
from home can sever patients from their past and their connection
to the outside world. But the art at Children’s Medical, and other
places, turns walls into windows.
“To provide something to look at other than sterile white walls …
it’s difficult to put into words what it’s like to create an environment
of healing,” Samantha says. “You spend more time in the hospital
than at home. People don’t have bare white walls in their homes;
they have things that connect them to [special] places. That’s what
art does at the hospital, makes it feel safe and comfortable and less scary.”
Emma loves the ocean and all its many creatures, and enjoys the aquatic-themed walls of the hospital, turning
what could be an agonizing stay into a chance for creativity. “Every time we go, Emma talks about fish, turtles,
seahorses,” Samantha says. “She wants to break out her crayons and her paper and copy what she sees on the
walls. She gets to escape, to drown out all the things she can’t control, and create something for herself.”
The key, as Samantha sees it, is to help the body heal by giving the mind and soul a place of safety, security, and
comfort. “We are firm believers that attitude can help enormously in getting a patient through treatment,”
Samantha says. “Bright lights, color, art … all of it gets Emma comfortable to see what she calls her doctor
friends. And her comfort makes us comfortable.”

The Army West Point Rugby team spent a day volunteering and painting with children at the Rockland County Psychiatric Hospital in Orangeburg, NY.

The Foundation for Hospital Art extends grateful thanks to Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta for printing this newsletter and other Foundation
literature. We would also like to thank Heather Niemann of Tingible Design for the design and layout of the newsletter. Photos and artwork copyright
© 2017 Foundation for Hospital Art. For reprints or reproduction permission, please contact the Foundation office.

Samantha has been so touched by the Foundation’s mission that she’s helped her own company create its own
PaintFest, magnifying the reach of art many times over.
“We are trying to normalize something that isn’t very normal,” Samantha says. “Creating a bright, playful,
engaging environment is a part of that.”

PaintFest America 2016

PaintFest America 2016
The Final Shot

The Inspiring Journey of Hope That Reached
All 50 States in 50 Days
Beginning on a windy day in Washington, D.C. on
July 5th, 2016, PaintFest America launched with the
purpose of bringing cancer patients and survivors
together across this great nation. Each day brought a new state and a new group
of energized patients and survivors together. Hope built with each brushstroke
as we canvassed the country. As we arrived in New York City for the final day, we
carried the panels from the Stars of Hope 50-panel mural. Assembled, it meant so
much more than a 50 panel mural. The stories of hope and victory could be seen
in every panel, evidenced by the brushstrokes of every patient and survivor. We
could not have done this without the support of our sponsors and the love and
compassion of the cancer centers, and the amazing patients that showed up with
a smile and a determination to paint.

A smile of joy spreads across the face of a patient at the
Lahey Health Cancer Institute in Burlington, MA.

Painted by patients and survivors in all 50 states, here is the completed
mural that depicts hope, love, and the state birds and flowers from
every state.

Denver, CO

A patient and survivors team up to paint at the Winship
Cancer Institute of Emory University in Atlanta, GA.
Surrounded by a large group of supporters, Miss Colorado delighted the
crowd with a song of hope at Lutheran Medical Center in Denver, CO.

A brain cancer patient stopped to paint in Boise, ID at St. Lukes
Mountain States Tumor Institute.
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Miss Arkansas makes an appearance in support of cancer
patients at CARTI in Little Rock, AR.

An inspiring cancer patient kicks off the first stop in the national tour
at Medstar Washington Hospital Center, in Washington, D.C.

Dickinson Financial employees stand tall in front of Lady Liberty
in Kansas City, MO.

Professional soccer player, Lauren Barnes,
represents the Seattle Reign at Swedish Medical
Center.

Two survivors lift the spirits of a young cancer patient at Tulane Lakeside
Hospital in New Orleans, LA.
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Painting a Brighter World

Teambuilding and Community Service

Though the Foundation for Hospital Art is based in Atlanta, our reach extends to
all corners of the Earth. Here are some pictures from recent events.

Deloitte
Hawaii Happiness

Young girls in an orphanage near Varanasi, India, painted to brighten their walls.

Companies are constantly looking
for creative and innovative
ways to involve their employees
in their communities. With
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives integrated into
their core corporate strategies,
businesses seek service
opportunities that are impactful,
appealing and transformative.
Consider a PaintFest® event for
your next teambuilding and
community service project.

Deloitte leaders proudly display their Triggerfish that will benefit a
hospital in Texas.

A volunteer hand delivers Butterfly Happiness to a
hospital in Hawaii.

salesforce placeholder
A volunteer at the Big Canoe Chapel, Big Canoe, GA, paints for hospitals
in Nicaragua.

Letting their creative juices flow, Turner employees teamed up to paint some
Tree Frogs.

Soldiers lend a hand from the Division
Artillery, 3rd Infantry Division, at Fort
Stewart, GA.
A team of new managers at General Electric show off
one of our new murals - the Beavers.
Volunteers braced the elements and painted for hospitals on the top of Stone
Mountain.
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Employees and family from UCB paint for hospitals in Hawaii.
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Order your PaintFest Event Kit!

Lasting Impact

PaintFest Kits

Bears in Radiology

Order online at hospitalart.org
or call 678-324-1705 M-F 9AM-5PM EST
Thank you for your support!

Host your own community service event with your
friends, family or business associates by ordering
PaintFest Kits. We offer over 25 different designs.
Custom designs are also possible. Visit our website,
hospitalart.org, for more details.

America the Beautiful

Love My Roses
It looks like some bears are navigating their way to the Radiology unit
at the Regina General Hospital in Saskatchewan, Canada.

Beavers

A Little About Us

A staff member at the Brandon Regional Hospital
in Florida is thankful for the bright colors of
Butterfly Happiness.

The idea for hospital art began in 1975. John Feight was painting a mural on
one of the walls in the pediatric unit at Atlanta’s Northside Hospital when
a young girl touched him on the shoulder and said, “I want to paint.” That
touch turned the idea that art can love into the Foundation for Hospital Art. In
1984, a 501(c)(3) publicly funded, non-profit organization was formed that has
sought to change how hospitals look and feel by bringing color to otherwise
sterile walls.

You can see the transformative change
that two monkeys can bring to an
otherwise bland and sterile hallway.

Since then, we have:
•
Placed paintings in 195 countries.
•
Donated over 45,000 paintings to more than
4,500 healthcare facilities.
•
Involved more than one million people.
•
Touched millions of patients around the
world.

The medical staff in San Bernardino, CA are truly
thankful for their gift.
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The staff at Novant Health in Charlotte, NC had a hand in creating
this lighthouse for all the world to see.

The Foundation’s stated mission is to give
comfort and hope to people in hospitals and
other places of healing. We seek to make these
spaces beautiful, and we want to donate at least
one painting to every hospital on Earth. People
around the world are standing up to make this
dream a reality.

Mary Jane and George Banta
Volunteers of the Year

Lisa Bastedo and Michelle O’Connor

Bruno Hermann
Trustee of the Year

John Feight 2016
Hospital Art Interns

Kelley Simpson

Biancha Curry-Davis, Alyssa
Scruggs, Claire Kelsey, Meghan
Black, and Veronica Ulicny

